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Happy New Year! I would like
to start by wishing everyone
a happy, healthy, and pros-

perous 2018. I am extremely excited
and honored to be your chapter pres-
ident this year. Since I am still fairly
new to the Eastern Illinois Chapter,
I’d like to give everyone a brief biog-
raphy about myself. 

I graduated from IIT in 2006 and
immediately started working full-
time at DLA Architects in Itasca,
where I worked on educational proj-
ects ranging from $1-$150 million.
My wife and I relocated from
Brookfield to Manhattan, IL in 2014,
three weeks before our daughter was
born. Driving 100+ miles every day
and hitting six tolls a day quickly
began to lose its luster, and I started
working for Robert Juris and
Associates Architects in 2015. This
change was definitely a blessing in
disguise. After working for Bob for
four months, my wife and I found out
we were expecting triplet boys.
Working close to home allowed me to

m a k e
almost
e v e r y
u l t r a -
s o u n d
(which was
about every two
weeks). Although the boys stayed in
the intensive care unit for two
weeks, are all happy and healthy
and are almost two years old.
Besides spending time with my fam-
ily, drinking a lot of coffee, doing
laundry at 11pm, and changing over
forty diapers over a weekend, I love
to root for the White Sox and
Blackhawks (in my abundant spare
time).

I have several goals for 2018.  First,
I’d like to start a high school compe-
tition and model the program after
Mock Firms (a national competition
that used to be offered to high
schools and college students).
Essentially, students would create
their own architecture firm, includ-
ing logo design, marketing materi-
als, website and firm name.  Each
team will assign internal roles and
will be sponsored by a teacher and
local architecture firm, which will
help mentor them along the way.
There will be one program for all
teams, and they will have one semes-
ter to design, detail and model the

in this issue...
Rear View Mirror  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .3

Chapter Corner  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .45

AIA/EIC 40 Year History  . . . . . . . .68

January meeting program  . . . . . . . .9

2018 Officers & Board  . . . . . . . . . .10

President’s Message
by Jonathan Murawski, AIA

January 24, 2018January 24, 2018

Chapter Meeting

Program

Improving the Learning
Environment:

Flooring Selection 

Presenter:

Joe Winckowski
Sponsor:

J+J Flooring Group

See page 9page 9 for details and 

registration.



project. The
semester will
c u l m i n a t e
with a local
competition,
with prizes
being awarded
to the top
teams. 

I personally
was involved
in Naperville
North High
School Mock
Firm competi-
tion, and I
truly believe it

engages and excites students that are heading
toward the path of architecture, design, engineering
and construction. We will be reaching out to high
schools within our chapter boundaries in order to
help gauge interest, with the hope of starting the
competition spring semester of 2019. This competi-
tion is a great way to get local firms and profession-
als active in their communities and provide much
needed mentorship to our future professionals. 

Second, I would like to have an informal social event
(poker tournament, bowling or casino night) in order
to thank all of our sponsors throughout the year and
provide an informal venue to meet new members. 

Third, I will continue working on starting an AIAS
chapter at Joliet Junior College and Kankakee
Community College.
Even though they are not
NCARB accredited, they
can still have an active
AIAS chapter. 

Here is to a busy and pro-
ductive 2018!

Jonathan Murawski 
AIA, NCARB 

AIA/EIC President    

President’s Message
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November’s presentation was dedicated to stone
wool. We began discussing the material
makeup of the product, which consists of

basalt, recycled materials such as slag, and binders
(resins, oils).  All of these materials help give stone
wool its superior properties of acoustical comfort, fire
performance, humidity resistance, and mold / mildew
resistance. 

Acoustical tiles are one of the most effective materials
to control sound. Compared to carpet’s 0.15-0.45 NRC
rating, stone wool tiles maintain a 0.60-1.00 NRC rat-
ing (the higher the NRC rating, the better absorption
properties the product has).

One  o f
the great
benefits of using stone wool is its fire performance and mold and
mildew resistance properties. Acoustical and thermal insulating
materials typically must have a Class A rating, and stone wool
has a flame development of 0-5 and smoke developed 0-5. Since
stone wool is dimensionally stable, it will not sag or lose its shape
if the humidity is high; it is completely hydrophobic. It also will
not corrode or promote the growth of mold or bacteria. 

Since stone wool has no nutritional values for mold or bacteria, it
is considered a water repellent product and can be specified in
almost any condition.

All stone wool panels can be easily cleaned and wiped down with
a baby wipe if needed. Also, stone wool impact resistant panels
contain a reinforced glass scrim as opposed to a standard painted
scrim. stone wool always has a smooth face with no “fissures”
needed to improve sound absorption. Several edge options, grid
options, and colors are available, including square lay-in, semi-
concealed, concealed, or direct mount; and multiple panel sizes
are offered ranging from 2’x4’ to 2’x8’. 

Please reach out to Alena Morrissey with all of your stone wool
questions. She can be reached at alena.morrissey@rockfon.com   n

Suspended Ceilings and Acoustical Solutions Using Stone Wool

Presenter:   Alena Morrissey Sponsor:   Rockfon 
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a look back at our November chapter meeting  
by Jonathan Murawski,  AIA/EIC President



Paula Gonzalez
is a Venezuelan
licensed archi-

tect who moved to the
U.S. two years ago.
She is employed as an
architectural designer
at JMA Architects and
working toward her
architecture license in
the states.

She is an AIA Inter-
national Associate and
has been attending the
AIA Eastern Illinois
Chapter meetings for a
few months. She says, “I am so happy and grateful
for the ARE study guides [from Brightwood AE and
the AIA EIC from a contest for best attendance].

They will defi-
nitely help me
in my architec-
ture formation
and prepara-
tion for the
Architectural
Registration
Exam.”

n

Chapter Corner
AIA/EIC events and notes
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AIA Eastern Illinois announces a Call for Entries to its

20th Biennial Distinguished Building Awards Program
for 2017/2018.

The Distinguished Building Awards Program honors projects of chapter

members for design excellence. Environmental harmony, economy, aes

thetics, functionality, accessibility to persons with disabilities, and atten

tion to social concerns will be important criteria for each submission

considered by the jury. The program serves to increase pub

lic awareness of the outstanding services provided by archi

tects, as well as emphasize the importance of the architect’s

role in shaping the quality of the built environment.

Registration forms must be postmarked 

by July 18, 2018,

and submittals are due 

by September 28, 2018.

For more information or to download entry forms

and guidelines, visit the Awards section of the

chapter’s website at www.aiaeic.org.

https://www.basf.com/us/en.html
http://www.damsinc.com/
http://www.aiaeic.org/awards.html


Annual Dinner Review

On December 3rd, the
Chapter held it’s 39th
Annual Holiday Cele-bra-

tion and Meeting at Warehouse,
109 in Plainfield, Illinois. We
enjoyed a dinner provided Cutting
Edge Catering.

We formally presented our educa-
tional scholarships.
One scholarship
was awarded to
Camille Castillo
from Plainfield, who
is attending the
Univers i ty  o f
Illinois at Chicago.
Another scholarship
was awarded to
Keith Young from
Peotone, who is
attending Southern
Illinois University. 

We also awarded the entire set of
ARE Study Guides that we
rece ived  f rom Br ightwood
University. We gave the entire set
of study books to Paula C.
Gonzalez. We wish her the best of
luck with her exams.

We thank and congratulate the
members of this past year’s lead-

ership. Our
thanks to go
o u t  t h e
board for
their time
and effort in
leading and
moving our
Chapter for-
ward. We
w e l c o m e d
next year’s
board with

Jonathon Murawski as president,
Valerie Nawojski as Vice
President, Gabriel Hocking as
Secretary, Edvin Mertdogan as
Treasurer, and Jacob Carlile,
Dewain Peterson, Guenther
Schmidt, Michael York and Jose
Pareja as directors. James
Maciejewski will continue as our
Illinois Council delegate.

John Benware, AIA, 
2017 President

Transitional Board Meeting

The annual transitional board meeting was held on Saturday,
January 6, 2018. We acknowledged our scholarship winners and dis-
cussed our chapter goals for the upcoming year. We reviewed the

2017 end of year financial summary and meticulously discussed our 2018
budget. A financial summary and narrative will be shared with all chapter
members in the upcoming months. We are in the middle of redesigning our

chapter website;
stay tuned for the
launch date!  A big
thanks to Linden
Group for opening
their conference
room up to us.

current board 
hard at work  
. . . and drinking coffee

President Jon Murawski presented 
Past President John F. Benware 

his appreciation plaque.

John Benware presents Valerie
Nawojski her appreciation plaque.
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Edvin Mertdogan
receives his
appreciation

plaque.



As the chapter enters its 40th anniversary, our
2018 President Jon Murawski invited me to
share some AIA EIC History.

My journey with AIA National began in 1964. That
same year my wife Irene and I purchased a lot in Palos
Park. At that time there existed the Southside
Architects Organization, which was not affiliated with
the AIA. Their territory extended south of Beverly and
Oak Lawn to Joliet, Kankakee, Chicago Heights, and
all communities between, including the east side and
part of northern Indiana. In 1966 the SAO became the
AIA Chicago Section, which was formed with Ray
Brejcha (Homewood), who became the first President. 

In 1970 I was approached by Don Smith (Palos
Heights) to join the new section. By 1975, I had served
in all board positions and was elected President. That
same year I was also elected a Palos Park
Commissioner, while operating Interplan Practice and
raising a family. As you can imagine, it was a very
busy year.

As President, I and Don Bergstrom (Hinsdale,
President of the Western Section), attended monthly
Chicago Chapter board meetings held in the historic
Glessner House. Bill Hasbrook was Executive
Director, and President Harry Weese presided over
lengthy noon meetings. His passion for Chicago issues
– relocating downtown Lakeshore Drive, saving the
Loop EL, rehabbing Printers Row, etc., stretched
meetings to three hours.  Since many of these matters
did not address suburban issues, it became clear that
members who lived and practiced in the suburbs
should continue discussions for chapter status. 

An open section meeting was held in June 1975, invit-
ing all known architects in the south area to discuss a
possible chapter. Some concerns included whether a
new chapter would be effective, could we generate
enough money to operate properly, and - a big one
from Harold J Jacobs (South Holland) - our ability to
get and keep a sufficient number of active members.
George Terp (Flossmoor, Chicago), our senior member,
stated it best. “Belonging to AIA helped me to develop
as an architect through programs and conventions.” 

A study was done and determined our area would have
at least fifty members and be the third largest in the
state. We would not need to rent  an office or hire a
secretary; a post office box and a telephone answer
service would suffice. South Section would become the
Eastern Illinois Chapter while Western Section
became the Northeast Illinois Chapter. I-55 and I-80
would act as approximate northern boundary lines for
the new chapters.

Spearheading our movement was Ray Brejcha. Other
continued on next page...
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Other committees were added later. We were on our way.

Well attended monthly meetings continued at various restau-
rants. Offices of board members hosted business meetings.
Annual summer outings were expanded – special events, his-
toric tours, golf outings to name a few. “Eastwords” became the

official name of the newsletter, which was produced and
mailed from rotating offices. An advertising program
was later introduced by 1982 president Terry Williams.
We started with three ads. A P.O. Box was opened in
Homewood. Annual meetings held in December were
hosted at Olympia Fields Country Club, courtesy of Ray
and Carol Brejcha’s membership, for over twenty years.
A design awards program began in 1980. President
John Kraai (South Holland) initiated a traveling dis-
play in 1984, with Scott Seaton (Kankakee) helping
design an exhibit of award winners at area libraries
starting in 1996.

The beginning 1980’s experienced an economic down-
turn. Some members dropped out. A few were later
reinstated. Ed Lugowski (2008, affectionately known as
Godfather III) initiated a new membership drive in
1982. He assigned twenty-nine members (Hit Men) to
contact every registered architect in our area. A total of
161 were found. Reports came back with many similar
comments of “What will the AIA do for me; no time;
work downtown; not interested; too expensive.” Sound
familiar? How successful was the drive? Ask Ed.

continued on next page...

leaders were Don Turner, Ron Moline (Kankakee),
Ed Lugowski (Lansing), Bob Curtis (Harvey),
Wayne Babiak (South Holland), Terry Williams,
and myself (Lemont). Agreements were reached
with National and Chicago, and the Eastern
Illinois Chapter was official on Jan. 1, 1978.

Twenty-one members signed the Charter, with
seven added later. Membership was over sixty.
Ray Brejcha was the unanimous choice to be our
first President, followed by Mr. Energetic, Ron
Moline (later FAIA) as President Elect. Ray was
also the first Illinois President in 1980. All offices
were filled and committees formed. These included 

EXTERNAL: Awards
Government Relations
Historic Presentation
Media

INTERNAL: Membership
Office Practice
Professional Development program

SPECIAL: Nominating
Long Range Planning
Fellow
Conventions
Archives. 

Looking Back
...continued
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Bill Brazely (Matteson), 1985
President (later FAIA), encour-
aged high profile architects such
as Walter Netsch, Ralph Johnson,
and Don Hackle to speak at
monthly meetings. This continued
with future presidents into the
90’s. Programs were always
informative. During my presi-
dency in 1993, I hope many
attending the annual December
meeting remember the evening’s
program. Frank Lloyd Wright

impersonator Lyman Sheppard
entertained us with authentic
dress, slides, narration, and inti-
mate conversations on the great-
est architect’s work and life. It was
a fun evening.

A major shift in the publications of
“Eastwords” occurred during the
1991 presidency of Ten Dunaj
(Orland Park and Chicago) and
President Elect Paul Machalek
(Oak Lawn). Both visited the Oak
Lawn home of Roxanne Paukner.

They must have charmed her to
become the new editor in 1991.
What a great find - a true dia-
mond. She has been doing a mar-
velous job for over twenty-six
years. Also Paul Machalek
deserves a lot of gratitude for cre-
ating and developing the first (and
only?) AIA/EIC comprehensive
directory released in an organized
flexible binder in 1993. It is
intended to be updated yearly,
yes?

After completing my presidential
term, the last responsibility was
serving as EIC Illinois Council
Delegate (1995). Now I had a

stronger position to participate in
lobbying legislators to repeal the
Structural (Scaffold) Work Act.
This unfair law was finally put to
rest in March 1995. I always
appreciated Shirley Norvell’s
recognition of my efforts.

Finally I must also pay tribute to
one special member who has
devoted an immense amount of
time and effort to EIC/AIA. Since
joining in the early 80’s, he has
been on committees, all officer

positions, two time president
(1985 and 2015), and Illinois
Council Delegate (1993–94),
including numerous contributions
supporting our chapter for over
thirty-five years – Steve Reardon
(Lemont). His wife Pat had to be
very understanding.

If my memory and notes have
omitted anything, please jump in
to continue the dialogue in future
issues of “Eastwords.” So many
members contributed to our chap-
ter’s success. As I reach my twi-
light years and fifty-four years of
continued AIA membership, par-
ticipation has helped me to shape

my career. Attending conventions,
seminars, programs, social events,
and tours has made me many new
friends. If I may paraphrase a
famous US General, “Old
Architects never die, we just fade-
away.”

Good wishes to all for continued
success and may the Chapter cele-
brate another forty years.

Raymond S Chocholek, AIA
Emeritus

Looking Back
...continued
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Past AIA/EIC Presidents at 2009 Annual Dinner
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Presenter: Joe Winckowski – Sales Representative 

Sponsor: J+J Flooring Group 
For more than sixty years J+J
Flooring Group has crafted intel-
ligent and beautiful commercial
flooring for diverse applications. As a division of Engineered Floors, they have proudly grown to
be the third largest flooring company in North America. They engineer all of their flooring prod-
ucts with a steadfast commitment to design, quality, service, integrity and sustainability.

Program: Improving the Learning Environment: Flooring Selection   

Learning Objectives:
w Understand how flooring impacts acoustics, IAQ, safety and comfort in schools.
w Assess acoustic, IAQ, safety, and comfort properties of different floor coverings.
w Identify ways that environmental factors can

impact student performance.
w Explain the importance of considering these 

environmental factors when specifying flooring.

Location: Flossmoor Station Restaurant and Brewery 
1035 Sterling Ave., Flossmoor, IL  60442     
Phone 708-957-BREW 

Time: 5:00 AIA/EIC Board of Directors meeting
6:00 Dinner 
7:00 Presentation 

Cost: $30.00 / AIA/EIC Member     
$35.00 / non-member

Dinner selections are made at the restaurant.

Upcoming Meeting  t Wednesday, January 24, 2018
Improving the Learning Environment: Flooring Selection
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Reservations by: 
Monday, Jan. 22nd

Click here Click here 
to register online, or go to: 
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=tyspsnlab&oeidk=a07ef0kxxwi58d3102a

If you are unable to register online, 
contact Jonathan Murawski, AIA/EIC V.P. 
& Program Coordinator 

815-806-0146 x3 
j.murawski@rjaarchitects.com.

Payment accepted at the door.

http://awipanels.com/
www.usi.biz
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=tyspsnlab&oeidk=a07ef0kxxwi58d3102a


Kelly Lyons
Account Manager

Architecture & Engineering Education

332 Front Street, Suite 501, La Crosse, WI  54601
Office: 888.394.2058  |  Cell: 608.385.4525  |  Fax: 608.779.2971

kelly.lyons@brightwoodsupport.com  |  brightwood.edu

The American Institute of Architects

Eastern Illinois Chapter

P.O. Box 1476, Homewood, IL  60430
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