
Spring is beginning to peek around the cor-
ner, leaving a relatively mild winter 
behind. But, if past history is any indica-

tion, there is probably 
one last surprise snow-
fall remaining before 
the winter season is 
complete for the year. 
 
Speaking of history, 
our chapter is coming 
upon a milestone. In 
2028, the AIA Eastern 
Illinois Chapter will be 
celebrating its 50th 
year of operation. We 
have grown from the 
initial 35 founding 
members to around 115 members 
today. Generations of volunteers 
have contributed to the continued 
growth of the chapter and its influ-
ence on architecture in the commu-
nities south of the City of Chicago. 
We are starting to gather as much of 
the artifacts and background mate-
rial of the chapter in preparation for 
celebrating the occasion. Most 
importantly, we will be reaching out 
to the people who have made impor-
tant contributions to the chapter. If 
you have anything you wish to con-
tribute, please contact Wayne 
Babiak or myself. 
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On a similar topic, I 
attended a recent event 
at AIA Chicago titled 
"Building Modern 
South Suburban 
Communities:  The 
Work of McPherson, 
Swing and Associates". 
A  l o t  o f  J o h n  
McPherson's work was 
in the south suburbs, 

particularly Homewood, Flossmoor, 
and Olympia Fields. He was prolific 
in designing mid-century modern 
homes and commercial and munici-
pal buildings in those communities. 
His partner Jack Swing was also 
well known in the area and to many 
of our members. One of our found-
ing members, Ray Brejcha, joined 
with McPherson and Swing and 
continued the firm's excellence.  

 
Continued on next page... 

March 26March 26  
Chapter MeetingChapter Meeting 

Program:  
Architectural Architectural   

Exposed Long SpanExposed Long Span  
Acoustical Decking Acoustical Decking   

Presenter:  
Darin CollingsDarin Collings  

Sponsor: 
Epic Metals CorporationEpic Metals Corporation  

See page 4 for registration.

http://www.aiaeic.org
http://www.aiaeic.org
http://www.aiaeic.org


Robert Lentz, CSI, CDT 
Architectural/Engineering Representative - Chicago 
 
Mobile: 574.229.4388 • Phone: 800.854.0310  
Fax: 856.321.7634 
Email: rlentz@stonhard.com 

244 W. River Drive 
St. Charles, IL 60174

Jean Telander 
Design & Specifications Manager 

 
O: 630.402.9988 
M: 630.234.6324 

 
jean@absreps.com 
www.absreps.com

Character and Experience is our design for Excellence
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 President’s Message 
...continued

The presenter at the event mentioned, Marcy 
Dinius, is researching a book and looking for any-
one who can provide information about the firms 
that evolved from McPherson, Swing and 
Associates. If anyone has any information about 
projects or drawings from that time period, please 
contact her at mdinius@depaul.edu. 
 
One last note about history. This one is about mak-
ing history. This year is our awards year, and we 
will shortly begin accepting submissions for the 
awards. I encourage everyone to submit your best 
completed projects over the last couple of years. 
This is your chance to be recognized and celebrated 
by your peers in the community. We look forward to 
seeing the wonderful work that our chapter mem-
bers produce every day. 
 

John F. Benware, Jr.  
AIA, NCARB 

EIC President

http://www.hsarep.com
http://www.assaabloydss.com
http://www.assaabloydss.com
https://www.stonhard.com/
http://www.absreps.com
https://www.mccluskeyeng.com/


For our February 26th meeting at Heroes West Joliet, we were 
joined by several JJC Architectural Technology students and 
instructors, in addition to KT's students from the KACC.  

 
During the social hour we did an icebreaker, a team-building yarn-
maze game, pictured at right. This was followed by dinner and the 
main presentation, "Design Tactics for Stone 
Masonry Products".  
 
Many thanks to the evening's Host/Sponsor 
Oldcastle APG | Echelon Masonry, and to our 
presenter Jack Chambers, Architectural 
Sales Representative. 

 
For more information, visit 

Oldcastle APG | Echelon Masonry 
https://www.echelonmasonry.com/ 
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Rear View Mirror              Rear View Mirror a look back at our February meetinga look back at our February meeting  

Designing with Innovative Architectural Blocks for Buildings 
Joint meeting with Joliet Junior College Architecture Students 
 
Presenter: Jack Chambers, Architectural Sales Rep. 
 
Sponsor: Oldcastle APG / Echelon Masonry

https://www.echelonmasonry.com/


Presenter: Darin Collings 
 
Program: Architectural Exposed Long Span 

Acoustical Decking 
Check out all the Architectural, Acoustical 
and Structural features EPIC has to offer in 
this inspiring presentation, which qualifies 
for 1 HR of CEU. The presentation will be 
covering Structural Long Span Decking 
along with Exterior Cladding Materials, 
Screening and Interior Cloud Systems. 
 

Sponsor: EPIC Metals Corporation 

Location: FLOSSMOOR STATION 
1035 Sterling Ave 
Flossmoor, IL 60422 
https://www.flossmoorstation.com/ 
 
MEETING IN PERSON  
Please register above right.  

  
Time: 5:00 pm Board Meeting 

6:00 pm Social Hour 
7:00 pm Dinner & Program  

Presentation 
 
Cost: $30.00 / AIA/EIC Member      

$35.00 / non-member 

Upcoming Meeting  t  Wednesday, March 26 
Program: Architectural Exposed Long Span Acoustical Decking - 1 CEU

Reserve your spot!      
 

Click here  to register online, or 

for directions and venue web-link go to: 

h t t p s : / / a i a e i c . o r g / m e e t - r e g 1 . p h p ? i d = 1 2 1 

If you are unable to register online, contact  

John Benware, Jr., AIA 

at jfbjr@jfbjr-architect.com or 708-529-8346.  

  

Certificates will be e-mailed  
to registrants after the seminar. 
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http://www.jldoors.com
https://www.kacc-il.org/
https://mbcc.sika.com/en-us
https://aiaeic.org/meet-reg1.php?id=121
https://www.epicmetals.com/


At the 1977 AIA National Convention held in San Diego, we were granted Chapter 
status. We became a Chapter effective January 1, 1978. Prior to that, from 1966 to 
the end of 1977, we were the South Section of the Chicago Chapter of the AIA.  

Below is the Chapter Charter with the Charter Members.   
Raymond J. Brejcha 
AIA was the first 
President of the 
South Section in 
1966. He was also 
the first President 
of the newly formed 
Eastern Illinois 
Chapter in 1978. 
 
There were several 
who were instru-
mental in the efforts 
to form our Chapter 
of the AIA, includ-
ing Ray Brejcha, 
Ray Chocholek,  
Ed Lugowski, Ron 
Moline, Scott 
Seaton, George Terp 
and Terry Williams. 
 
 
 
Do you have any 
historical informa-
tion to share - print 
photos, photo nega-
tives, slides - 
remember any of 
those media? If you 
do, contact me by 
email and arrange-
ments can be made 
to get these to me. I 
can scan any of 
these into JPEG 
images.  

 
Additional articles 
will follow in 
upcoming editions  
of “Eastwords.” 
 

Wayne E. Babiak, AIA    web44aia@comcast.net 

AIA/EIC Chapter History 
by Wayne E. Babiak, AIA
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       AIA/EIC CALENDAR AIA/EIC CALENDAR

March 
18 Prairie Grassroots 

Springfield, IL 
19 BURSI 2 
26 Regular Chapter Meeting 

Flossmoor Station 
Epic Metal Decks 

 
April 
23 Regular Chapter Meeting 

Gatto’s Tinley Park 
Commercial Applications w/ SIPs 

26 Wright in Kankakee 
AIA/EIC Bradley House Tour 
aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=129&ts=1741663226 

 
May 
16 Spring Golf Outing & Scholarship 

Fundraiser 
Heritage Bluffs Public Golf Club 
Channahon, IL 

 
28 Regular Chapter Meeting 

Flossmoor Station 
Gerflor Flooring 

  
June  
6  White SOX outing 

Guaranteed Rate Field / Comisky Park 
Chicago White Sox vs. K.C. Royals  
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Chapter Corner 
AIA/EIC Items of Interest

This is right around the corner... 

Friday, May 16, 2025  
Spring Golf Outing & Scholarship Fundraiser 

Heritage Bluffs 
24355 W Bluff Rd, Channahon, IL 60410  

(Same location as last year.) 
https://www.heritagebluffs.com/  

Sponsorships & Registration is now available. 
aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=128&ts=1740868919 

Event information found here will be updated soon 
with golfing instructions. 

http://jreed.garlandco.com
p 312.550.5548 

jreed@garlandco.com

Justin S. Reed
Chicago Area Manager“Eastwords" is the monthly publication of the American Institute of 

Architects/ Eastern Illinois Chapter. Opinions expressed are those of the 
particular author and not necessarily those of AIA/EIC.  For advertising 
information, contact Edvin Mertdogan, AIA at emertdogan@yahoo.com. 
Submit all articles to the editor, Roxanne Paukner, Hon. AIA, at  
rp.entasis@att.net.

https://www.stone-brick.com/	
http://jreed.garlandco.com
http://www.damsinc.com/
aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=128&ts=1740868919
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https://aiaeic.org/meetinginfo.php?id=118


Go to https://aiaeic.org/PPI_Test  
or contact our membership coordinator  

John Benware for more information.

Students and emerging professionals can purchase 
study materials from PPI/Kaplan with a 15% discount.

To view the available catalog products through PPI/Kaplan, go to: 
https://ppi2pass.com/customer/account/login/?partnerid=AIAEI&redir=%2F&utm_source=AIAEIaffiliate

The American Institute of Architects 
Eastern Illinois Chapter 
P.O. Box 1476, Homewood, IL  60430 

 
President                         John F. Benware, Jr., AIA 
 
Vice President                 Scott E. Piper, AIA 
 
Treasurer                         Edvin V. Mertdogan, AIA 
 
Secretary                         Gabriel D. Hocking, Assoc. AIA  
 
Directors                          Wayne E. Babiak, AIA 
                                       Lauren Kolek, AIA 
                                       Dewain Peterson, AIA/EIC Allied 
                                       Phil Traynor, AIA/EIC Allied 
                                       Katelyn Walker, AIA/EIC Allied 
 
Illinois Council Delegate    Jose R. Pareja, AIA 

 
PROVIDING EXPOSURE TO SUPERIOR 
DESIGN AND THE MANY TALENTS OF 
AIA ARCHITECTSAI
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https://www.kaplanarchitecture.com/
http://www.milliesengineeringgroup.com
http://www.BrickworksSupply.com
http://www.usi.com



