
It is the end of spring and the beginning of 
summer in Chicago. This month will be the 
last in-person meeting before taking our tra-

ditional summer 
break. By the time 
you read this our golf 
outing will have taken 
place. But that is not 
the only thing we 
have planned. 
 
In early June we will 
have our White Sox 
baseball outing and 
tailgate party, gener-
ously presented by 
our friends at Assa-
Abloy. That really 
marks the beginning of summer in 
Chicagoland. Regardless of the out-
come on the field, this event will be a 
great time for all who are able to 
attend. 
 
I won't be able to join you for the out-
ing; I will be in Boston at the AIA 
2025 Conference. In addition to some 
seminars for continuing education, I 
will be attending the general busi-
ness session and caucuses with the 
national candidates. There will be 
votes on by-laws amendments and 
national offices. I have already had 
conversations with some of the candi-
dates who have reached out to me. 
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In July, NCARB is hav-
ing their annual Licen-
sing Advisor Summit in 
Minneapolis. NCARB 
has been looking at alter-
nate paths to licensure 
and documenting the 
required skills for prac-
ticing architects. This 
will ultimately result in 
some changes to the 

national exam and internship 
process. This will inform not only 
how the academy trains students, 
but also how we conduct ourselves 
as professionals in practice. 
 
Keep your eyes on the calendar for 
additional upcoming events this 
summer. Have a safe and enjoyable 
break and let's look forward to meet-
ing again in the fall. 
 

John F. Benware, Jr.  
AIA, NCARB 

EIC President

May 28May 28  
Chapter Meeting 

Program:  
Emerging Priorities in  

Green Building 
Presenter:  

Vince Vicini 
Sponsor: 

Gerflor USA 

See page 3 for registration.

http://www.aiaeic.org
http://www.aiaeic.org
http://www.aiaeic.org


Robert Lentz, CSI, CDT 
Architectural/Engineering Representative - Chicago 
 
Mobile: 574.229.4388 • Phone: 800.854.0310  
Fax: 856.321.7634 
Email: rlentz@stonhard.com 

AIA/EIC Chapter History 
by Wayne Babiak, AIA
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“Eastwords" is the monthly publication of the American 
Institute of Architects/ Eastern Illinois Chapter. Opinions 
expressed are those of the particular author and not neces-
sarily those of AIA/EIC.  For advertising information, con-
tact Edvin Mertdogan, AIA at emertdogan@yahoo.com. 
Submit all articles to the editor, Roxanne Paukner, Hon. 
AIA, at rp.entasis@att.net.

Your input is welcome and requested. If anyone 
has any historical photos and articles regard-
ing the AIA Eastern Illinois Chapter from 

years ago, please send those on to Wayne Babiak, 
AIA. He is chronicling our chapter history, and 
would like to use your memories and anecdotes for 
his future articles. Send questions and ideas to 
web44aia@comcast.net.

https://www.mccluskeyeng.com/
https://www.stonhard.com/
http://www.usi.com
http://www.jldoors.com
https://www.kacc-il.org/
http://www.hsarep.com


Presenter: Vince Vicini 
 
Program: Emerging Priorities in Green Building 

The worlds of construction and building products are evolving, increasingly focused on environ-
mental responsibility, materials transparency, carbon impact and human health. This course 
explores the emerging trends and priorities of the industry to provide actionable knowledge and 
practical tools to help architects and designers make more informed choices and create a more 
resilient built environment. Green-buildings systems such as LEED, REACH and others will be 
examined, along with the key concepts surrounding carbon calculations, energy reduction, and 
the tools and technology available to employ in coming projects. 

 
Objectives: b  Relate global environmental and social  

      trends to best practices insustainable design. 
b  Analyze trends related to gree-building  
     benchmarking tools and best practices. 
b  Discover key concepts and issues pertaining to  
      net zero energy, embodied carbon and resiliency. 
b  Translate these findings into your next  
     building project to optimize environmental  
     and health outcomes. 

 
Sponsor: Gerflor has been a leading European manufacturer and design innovator of sustainable, 

resilient flooring solutions for over 80 years. As a developer of high-performing technical flooring 
solutions, the durability, hygiene and safety of their products is well known worldwide. Chicago-
based Gerflor USA is a multi-segment specialist 
with a product line for key U.S. market segments 
- Healthcare, Industry, Education, and Sports. 
Their brands are pioneers in indoor and outdoor 
sports surfacing. Gerflor products are 
Recyclable, REACH compliant, Low VOC, LEED 
eligible, and made in ISO-certified plants. 

 
Location: FLOSSMOOR STATION 

1035 Sterling Ave 
Flossmoor, IL 60422 
 
MEETING IN PERSON  
Please register at right.  

  
Time: 5:00 pm Board Meeting 

6:00 pm Social Hour 
7:00 pm Dinner & Program  

Presentation 
 
Cost: $30.00 / AIA/EIC Member      

$35.00 / non-member

Upcoming Meeting  t  Wednesday, May 28 
Program: Emerging Priorities in Green Building (1 LU HSW)

Reserve your spot!      
 

Click here  to register online, 

or for directions and venue web-link go 
to: 

h t t p s : / / a i a e i c . o r g / m e e t - r e g 1 . p h p ? i d = 1 2 3 

If you are unable to register online, con-

tact  John Benware, Jr., AIA 

at jfbjr@jfbjr-architect.com or  

708-529-8346.  

  

Certificates will be e-mailed  
to registrants after the seminar. 
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https://www.gerflorusa.com/
https://aiaeic.org/meet-reg1.php?id=123


Thanks to our presenter Jon Golz, 
and our evening's Host/Sponsor 
Enercept.  

    https://www.enercept.com/panels

page 4

Rear View Mirror              Rear View Mirror a look back at our April meetinga look back at our April meeting  

Commercial Applications with Structural Insulated Panels (SIPs) 
 
Presenter: Jonathan Golz 
 
Sponsor: Enercept SIPs

https://www.stone-brick.com/	
https://mbcc.sika.com/en-us
https://www.enercept.com/welcome
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Chapter Corner 
AIA/EIC Upcoming Event of Interest

https://aiaeic.org/meet-reg1.php?id=118


244 W. River Drive 
St. Charles, IL 60174

Jean Telander 
Design & Specifications Manager 

 
O: 630.402.9988 
M: 630.234.6324 

 
jean@absreps.com 
www.absreps.com

Character and Experience is our design for Excellence

Go to https://aiaeic.org/PPI_Test  
or contact our membership coordinator  

John Benware for more information.

Students and emerging professionals can purchase 
study materials from PPI/Kaplan with a 15% discount.

To view the available catalog products through PPI/Kaplan, go to: 
https://ppi2pass.com/customer/account/login/?partnerid=AIAEI&redir=%2F&utm_source=AIAEIaffiliate

   
 
       AIA/EIC CALENDAR AIA/EIC CALENDAR

May 
16 Spring Golf Outing &  

     Scholarship Fundraiser 
Heritage Bluffs Public Golf Club 
Channahon, IL 

 
28 Regular Chapter Meeting 

Flossmoor Station 
Gerflor Flooring    (Details on page 3) 

  
June  
4-6 AIA NATIONAL CONFERENCE on 

Architecture & Design 2025 
Boston MA 

 
6  White SOX outing 

Guaranteed Rate Field / Comisky Park 
Chicago White Sox vs. K.C. Royals   
(See page 5 for details) 

 
September  
20-21 AIAspire Student Leadership 

Conference - Springfield IL 
 
24 Regular Meeting @ Flossmoor Station 
 
October 
29 Regular Meeting @ Gatto’s Tinley Park 
 
November 
19 Regular Meeting @ Flossmoor Station 
 
December 
7 Annual Holiday Meeting
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Chapter Corner 
AIA/EIC Upcoming Events 

 
Prepare to submit your project(s) to 
the AIA/EIC Biennial Distinguished 

Building Awards  
in 2025.  

More details will be coming soon!

http://www.absreps.com
http://www.assaabloydss.com
https://www.kaplanarchitecture.com/


The American Institute of Architects 
Eastern Illinois Chapter 
P.O. Box 1476, Homewood, IL  60430 

 
President                         John F. Benware, Jr., AIA 
 
Vice President                 Scott E. Piper, AIA 
 
Treasurer                         Edvin V. Mertdogan, AIA 
 
Secretary                         Gabriel D. Hocking, Assoc. AIA  
 
Directors                          Wayne E. Babiak, AIA 
                                       Lauren Kolek, AIA 
                                       Dewain Peterson, AIA/EIC Allied 
                                       Phil Traynor, AIA/EIC Allied 
                                       Katelyn Walker, AIA/EIC Allied 
 
Illinois Council Delegate    Jose R. Pareja, AIA 

 
PROVIDING EXPOSURE TO SUPERIOR 
DESIGN AND THE MANY TALENTS OF 
AIA ARCHITECTSAI
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http://jreed.garlandco.com
p 312.550.5548 

jreed@garlandco.com

Justin S. Reed
Chicago Area Manager

http://www.damsinc.com/
http://www.milliesengineeringgroup.com
http://www.assaabloydss.com
http://jreed.garlandco.com



